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Calendar of Events 

Houston Bronze Ensemble is currently 
scheduling events for 2016  and beyond. 

Contact us at: 
P.O. Box 53886 

Houston, TX   77052 
 

Phone: 1-866-908-RING (7464) 
www.houstonbronze.com 

 

Email: 
info@houstonbronze.com 

eventcoordinator@houstonbronze.com 

 
 

CONCERTS: 
 

2016 
 

Tomball United Methodist 
Church 

Friday,  Dec. 2, 2016  7:00 pm 
1603 Baker Drive 

Tomball, TX  77375 
 

MATCH 
Midtown Arts  and Theater Center Houston 
Saturday, Dec. 3, 2016  7:30 pm 

3400 Main St. 
Houston, TX  77002 

 
 

2017 
 

Trinity Klein Lutheran Church 
 

Sunday, April 30, 2017 4:00 pm 
Concert Series 

5201 Spring Cypress Rd. 
Spring, TX 

 
MATCH 

Midtown Arts  and Theater Center Houston 
Friday, May 5, 2017 7:30 pm 

3400 Main St. 
Houston, TX  77002 

 
 

Members of the Houston Bronze 

Ensemble are going to be busy this 

summer with various activities.  

Many involve staying closely at-

tached to those bells that we love 

so dearly!  Others will be busy plan-

ning our next year as the new board 

prepares to take over the running of 

the organization.  Some will be in-

volved with other music activities 

throughout the summer.  Here is just an example of what members will be involved with 

this summer.   “Lazy days of summer”?  I think not! 

 

American Guild of Organists  
      National Convention 
          Houston, Texas 

Wilson Van Tine, Ruth Seiwell, and Erin Lillian along 

with other members of Area 9 are taking to the high 

seas for an adventure in handbell ringing. Summit 

2016: The Ocean Journey will be setting sail from 

Galveston, Texas, aboard Royal Caribbean’s Liberty 

of the Seas® with clinician Stephanie Rhoades at the 

helm. 

Members of Houston Bronze Ensemble 
along with a large number of ringers from 
all over Area 9 will be ringing the Nation-
al Anthem to open the Texas Rangers 
baseball game against the Detroit Tigers at 
Globe Life Park in Arlington, Texas on 
August 13. 

Lorna Noack, Amy Haller, Wilson Van Tine, and Linda 

Ellison will be working to prepare music for Distinctly 

Bronze East 2016 held in New Bern, North Carolina in 

October. 

Bill Nave, Artistic Director of HBE, will be 

attending National Seminar in Rochester, 

N.Y.  He hopes to bring back a wealth of 

knowledge and new ideas to share with the 

ensemble.  

Wilson Van Tine and Ruth Seiwell will be 
attending SOUNDINGS: Music of Our 
Lands and Our Lives, the 17th Interna-
tional Handbell Symposium in July in beau-
tiful Vancouver, Canada.  They will be join-
ing handbell ringers from around the world 
for a massed ringing event under some of the 
best conductors from each country attending 
the event. 

Ben Harris will present a handbell class entitled 

“Director as Diagnostician” at the National 

Convention of  the American Guild of    

Organists.  The class is designed to help   

organists learn and understand basic handbell 

techniques and how to diagnose and fix musi-

cality issues caused by less-than-ideal tech-

nique and execution.   Two other members of 

Houston Bronze, Lorna Noack and Linda  

Ellison, will be helping Ben as he presents the 

workshop. 

Newsletters will be issued in  January,  April.  July, and October.  Newsletters will be issued 
electronically through emails, on the website (www.houstonbronze.com),  and on Facebook.  

Houston Bronze Ensemble 



A Note from our President Elect, 

Lorna Noack 

 
When I was approached a few 

months ago to consider running for 

president of the HBE Board, my initial 

reaction was “No way!   That’s not my 

skill set.  I can’t do that!”   As I 

thought and prayed about it, I was reminded of my first 

impressions of Houston Bronze.  My husband and I 

attended our first HBE concert over 12 years ago at 

the invitation of Ben Harris, who was also trying to con-

vince me to audition for the group.  After hearing the 

concert, seeing the ensemble in action, and reading 

the incredible bios of each ringer, I was totally          

impressed and incredibly intimidated.   When Ben 

asked what I thought, my response was, “There’s no 

way I could ever do that!”  Well, as the saying goes, 

“Never say never.”  In August 2004, I received a phone 

call asking if I would sub with HBE for a mini concert 

they were going to perform at August Adventure.  Since 

it was only for a few rehearsals and they were only 

playing a few pieces, I figured it was a safe way to try 

ringing more advanced music.  I was in awe of the peo-

ple I was ringing along side and felt I had no business 

being part of such an accomplished ensemble, but 

everyone was so supportive and encouraging.  The 

short term sub position turned into a semester long 

sub position.  By then I was hooked and loved being 

part of the group.  When offered “official” ringer status 

the following semester, I was still feeling intimidated 

and overwhelmed, but knew that I wanted to take on 

all the challenges HBE could possibly present.  Little 

did I know when I said “yes” how many blessings being 

part of HBE would bring!  Now, as I prepare to take 

over as president on August 1, I feel that same combi-

nation of nervous trepidation and anticipation of what 

the future holds.  The difference this time, however, is 

that I now have a 12 year history of being part of this 

group of exceptional ringers who I trust will continue to 

encourage and support every endeavor on our journey 

to build on HBE’s past successes and embrace a      

future full of exciting opportunities!  

HBE Board Elections 

The elections for the new board of Houston Bronze 

were held on May 14, 2016.  We welcome this new 

board and look forward to the new ringing year to 

begin on August 1.  

 

Lorna Noack, President 

Amy Haller, Vice President 

   Linda Ellison, Secretary  

  Wilson Van Tine, Treasurer  

   Sarah Moore, Member at Large 

                                        

SHOP AMAZON SMILE! 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way to support The      

Houston Bronze Ensemble every time you shop, at no cost to you! 

Visit smile.amazon.com to select Houston Bronze Ensemble as your 

designated organization. HBE will receive 0.5% of the purchase 

price from any item noted as "AmazonSmile eligible" (even Prime 

and Prime Now items!).  

A Note from our President, 

 Jerry Conry 
 

As I say farewell as President of the 

HBE Board, I look back at the exciting 

events we shared together such as 

our 25th Anniversary Gala, perform-

ing for Pinnacle in Dallas, the first 

Texas Bronzefest in Waco and ringing with the       

Houston Symphony.  The long hours rehearsing for 

these events and the time spent planning and organ-

izing to make them successful will provide memories 

to last a lifetime.   Then, of course, there are all those 

equipment purchases, particularly the seventh       

octave, giving HBE an entirely new dimension.   We 

also made a change in Artist Director during my ten-

ure.  As president I've worked closely with each of 

them as they have shared their vision and left their 

unique mark on the ensemble.  So the evolution of 

HBE continues and I pass the gavel to fellow ringer, 

Lorna   Noack.  I love to ring handbells.   Unlike play-

ing in the orchestra or the band or singing in a choir, 

no one person ever has sole control of the melody.  

The    ENSEMBLE makes the melody with each indi-

vidual finding their proper place and contributing to 

every nuance of the musical line.  I've never found 

another experience like it.   It has been my honor and 

privilege to serve as your President and I look forward 

to continuing with HBE as a ringing member and 

sharing our exciting future together.   Thank you.   



Houston Bronze Ensemble is currently 
scheduling events for 2016 and beyond.  
If you are interested in hosting the entire 
ensemble or perhaps just a small group 
for a full concert, party or wedding, 
please get in touch with  us at: 

P.O. Box 53886 
Houston, TX   77052 

 
Phone: 1-866-908-RING (7464) 

www.houstonbronze.com 
 

Email: 
info@houstonbronze.com 

eventcoordinator@houstonbronze.com 
  

Houston Bronze Ensemble also loves 
conducting workshops for handbell     
organizations throughout the Houston 
area.  We would love to do one for your 
group. 

The Houston Bronze 
Ensemble, Inc 

About The Houston Bronze  

Ensemble 

The Houston Bronze Ensemble, Houston’s 

premier handbell ensemble, is a professional, 

auditioned, handbell ensemble made up of 

musicians from the greater Houston area.  

Houston Bronze was founded in the fall of 

1988 by Hart Morris, formerly the Director of 

Music Ministries at Grace Presbyterian 

Church in Houston.  After Hart moved to 

Memphis, Tennessee, the ensemble rang     

under the musical direction of arranger and 

composer Margaret (Maggi) R. Tucker until 

1994. During the 1995 season, the group rang 

ensemble style with various ringers, includ-

ing G.W. ’Dub’ Shepherd, Andrew Bowen and 

David VanderMeer, directing the ensemble. 

Conductors since then have included  David 

VanderMeer (Fall 1996—Spring 2001), Dolan 

Bayless (Fall 2001—January 2006),  Ben  

Harris (Fall 2006—July 2010), Ruth Seiwell 

(Fall 2010—June 2012), and James Roberts 

(Fall 2012-May 2014). Bill Nave was appoint-

ed the artistic director in August 2014. The 

ensemble celebrated its 25th Anniversary 

year in 2014.  That day, May 3, 2014, was des-

ignated as HOUSTON BRONZE ENSEMBLE 

DAY in the City of Houston by Mayor Annise 

Parker.  We look forward to creating another 

25 years of memories.  In December 2014, 

The Houston Bronze Ensemble was honored 

with an invitation to perform with The     

Houston Symphony as a part of their Family 

Concert Series.  In July 2015, the ensemble 

was invited to and performed at Pinnacle 

2015 held in Dallas, TX  

Sharing the art of handbell ringing. 

DON’T PEEK!! 
 

Watch for the launch of Houston 
Bronze’s new brand in August! 

 

Coming Soon! 





Contributors 
Thanks to the generosity of many individuals and corporations over the years,  Houston Bronze  Ensemble has 
been able to purchase a variety of equipment,  participate in handbell events, and present concerts in Texas, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Florida, Nevada, and Tennessee. The equipment      
purchased through donated funds includes 7 octaves of Schulmerich handbells, a 4 octave duplicate set of 
Schulmerich handbells,  6 octaves of Malmark handchimes, Port-a-Bell cases, tables, pads, mallets, stand 
lights, assorted musical instruments, and a  trailer in which to  haul all of the above.  Thanks to the very     
generous donations of two wonderful people, we have added a set of Schulmerich Silver Melody Bells and a 
set of Malmark Cymbells to our list of equipment.  Donations also help to purchase music, print programs, 
rent concert venues and so much more.  Continued generosity  from sponsors allows the ensemble to expand 
our musical horizons and bring varied sounds to our concerts.  This generosity also allows the Houston 
Bronze Ensemble to bring a unique experience to people unfamiliar with the art and music of handbells. 
 

The Houston Bronze Ensemble, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.   
All donations are tax deductible. 

Corporate Contributors 

ExxonMobil            Hewlett-Packard         Phillips 66           Shell Oil Company 

Individual Contributors 
Anonymous Donation 

Don Barnhill 

Dolan and Kathy Bayless 

Sidair and Winston Boeker 

Andrew Bowen 

Karl and Laura Bush 

Jay and Theresa Chen 

Lloyd and Judy Clayton 

Jerry Conry 

Mark Corwin  

Stephen Driver 

Tom and Patricia Ellerbrock 
Robert and Linda Ellison                                

In memory of Herman and Irene 

McGill and Peggy Bradfield 

Richard and Norma Graves 

     

 

 

 

Amy Haller                                                     
In honor of HBE— past, present,      

 and future 

    Ben and Marge Harris 

   Bill and Cindy Haskett 

   Faith Hebard 

   Phil and Mary Lou Hodges 

   Veronica Kannan 

   Betty Kelsey 

   Mary Landon 

   Charmaine LeBlanc 

   Richard and Deanne Leonard 

   Alys Lindholm 

   Alyssa and Justin Merryman 

   Thomas and Barbara Miller 

   Ken and Lorna Noack 

   Bonnie  O’Shea 

 

 

 

James Roberts 

Keith Ross 

Bob and  Ruth Seiwell 

Michelle Shuman 

Jim and Betty Smith 

Samuel and Linda Snyder 

Christine and Joseph Theis 

Terrace UMC-Grace Note             

 In honor of Laven Linhart, 

                 Director 

Robert and Margaret Tucker 

Wilson Van Tine  

Carol Wiener 

Carol Wiener                                                        

 In honor of  Rosann Hooks                                    
Peggy Wylie                                     

 In honor of Ashley Blaha   

 

If you are a contributor to HBE and your name has been omitted or your listing is 

inaccurate, please let us know so we can correct our records. 

As of December 2015 



Contribute to Houston Bronze Ensemble 

Contribution Form 

Date: _____________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________ . 

(As it should appear in our programs and newsletters) 

 

             I wish my gift to be anonymous. Please do not list my name in programs or newsletters. 

 

 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________ 

City _______________ State ______________ Zip Code: __________ . 

Phone Number  ___________________  E-mail Address  _____________________ 

     

 Benefits of Being a Friend of HBE 

 Direct mailing of newsletter 

 Your name listed in HBE programs and newsletter 

 Advance notice of public concerts 
 

Please send donations to:  Houston Bronze Ensemble       P.O. Box  53886               Houston, TX  77052  

You may also contact our treasurer at info@houstonbronze.com to make arrangements to contribute 
via credit card 

 

LIKE us on FACEBOOK 

Visit our website: 

www.houstonbronze.com 

BE A FRIEND OF HOUSTON BRONZE 

 Attend our concerts 

 Bring a friend to a concert 

 Join our email list!  You will then receive this newsletter in your email.  You will also be placed on 
our list to be notified of future concerts and events.  Join us by going to our website. 

 LIKE us on FACEBOOK.  

 Like Facebook entries and pictures. 

 Share Facebook entries.   

 Check out our website, www.houstonbronze.com  

 Volunteer to help at concerts—handing out programs, selling CD’s, etc. 

 Shop Amazon Smile and designate Houston Bronze Ensemble Inc as your organization.  Amazon 
will contribute to HBE when you shop! 

 Donate to Houston Bronze Ensemble.   All donations, large or small, are welcome!! 

A 501(c)(3) Corporation—All donations to HBE are tax deductible. 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Houston-Bronze-Ensemble-Inc-38158183647/?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/The-Houston-Bronze-Ensemble-Inc-38158183647/?ref=hl
http://www.houstonbronze.com
http://www.houstonbronze.com/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/The-Houston-Bronze-Ensemble-Inc-38158183647/?ref=hl
http://www.houstonbronze.com
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0643444

