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Dedicated to Hand Bell Excellence
Ensuring the future of handbells for ringers and listeners

HOUSTON BRONZE ENSEMBLE

2021 Concerts and Performances
While we currently have venues and dates scheduled for
the spring, please know that because of Covid this can
change as we move through the season. Please stay
with us and watch our Facebook page and our website
for the latest information.

Saturday, May 22, 2021 7:30 PM
MATCH
Midtown Arts and Theatre Center Houston
3400 Main St. Houston, TX 77002
Ticketed concert

Sunday, May 23, 2021 4:00 PM
Trinity Klein Lutheran Church
5201 Spring Cypress Rd.  Spring, TX 77379
Free concert

Check out our YouTube Channel.

e 'i Views 2024

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

Houston Bronze Ensemble will soon start our rehears-

Houston Bronze Ensemble is currently scheduling ing for our planned spring concerts in 2021. After

events for 2021 months of staying close to home, we are all hoping to

To schedule a concert, contact us at: be more on the go this spring, even if it is just to get a

P.O. Box 541741 hair cut or finally make that trip that was cancelled
Houston, TX 77254 | . d We h ill ioi .
Phone: 1-866-908-RING (7464) ast spring and summer. € Nnope you will join us In

www.houstonbronze.com May. For the latest on these concerts and other HBE

Email: plans, follow us on Facebook or check out our web-

info@houstonbronze.com site. Enjoy the newsletter, seeing what we have been

eventcoordinator@houstonbronze.com up to since October.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCanLpcFA4sjAObmlgB1mmWQ
https://www.facebook.com/HoustonBronze/
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Composition Class Showcase
Sunday, November 15 * 7:15 p.m. EST

S group, a virtual composition masterclass that was to be
offered by them with Jason Krug as instructor. We were
honored to be invited and of course, said yes. Because
of Covid, everything was conducted via Zoom. Once we
ﬂﬁ““h became involved in the process, everything happened
quickly. We received most of the beginning drafts from
the composers via Jason on Sunday, November 8. Cop-

| ies were quickly made and sent to ensemble members to

< mark and come prepared to rehearse and then record
| them at our regular Tuesday night rehearsal on Nov. 10.
All recordings were made via iPhone. These recordings
=l Were then sent to Jason. Two members of HBE met via
ZOOM with Jason and the composers on Friday Novem-
|ber 11. The composers heard their compositions for the
first time performed on handbells. The composers re-
ceived comments from Jason and HBE and then returned
~ [to the “drawing board” to make edits. On Sunday at
’. about 4:00, we started receiving and printing on site the
| edits made by the composers with Jason’s tutelage. One

i piece was seen for the first time on Sunday. We were

able to rehearse the changes briefly before the perfor-
mance began via ZOOM. This was a great experience for
us. This workshop performance is still available to see
at https://youtu.be/unjwY91Filo



https://youtu.be/unjwY91FiIo

oy Decelbeie On December 12th, members of Houston Bronze’s Celebration

(National Poinsettia Day)

Ringers had the opportunity to play at the Holiday at the Garden
event held at Houston’s new Botanic Garden. It was a beautiful De-
cember day and we had a wonderful time bringing holiday music to

UL

the visitors at the garden.

Holid'ay

a-t lhe Gardcn “&\\S Houston Botanic Garden

Celebration Ringers is a small group of Houston Bronze ringers.
Because of the size, we use many fewer bells and no tables. This al-
lows us to play in smaller spaces. We are available for weddings and parties. If you are interested in hearing
more about Houston Bronze Celebration Ringers, contact us at eventcoordinator @houstonbronze.com.
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NEW CD RELEASED!

We are excited to announce that our new CD “30th” is now available. '@ oL banze el
1989—2019

This CD is made up of pieces from our 30th anniversary year which we
celebrated in 2019. It includes six pieces from our 2018 Christmas con-
cert and six pieces from our spring 2019 concert. Included on the CD are
pieces by the winners of our composition contest and also a selection
performed with the Brookwood Handbell Ensemble. The CD is available -

for purchase at our concerts and is also available on iTunes. Houston Bronze Ensemble 30th Anniversary

Featuring The Brookwood Handbell Ensemble

https://music.apple.com/.../houston-bronze.../1545474292
B

Houston Bronze Ensemble, Spring 2021

Houston Bronze conducted auditions for the upcoming season on Tuesday,
January 5. We are happy to welcome Diana Montgomery as a new mem-

Houston Bronze Ensemble A A ble. Althoush she aving in th o
Spring, 2021 er to the ensemble. Although she is new to playing in the ensemble, we

| have known Diana for several years. She is the director of handbells at
BN AT e @..| Chapelwood United Methodist Church and is also the director of the
Brookwood Handbell Ensemble that HBE has mentored since the fall of

2016. We also welcome back Sarah Moore, a past member of Houston
Bronze. She returns to Houston after receiving her masters degree from
Indiana State. Joining Diana and Sarah will be Kathy Beaird, Jimmy Clark,
Jerry Conry, DruEllen Duncan, Linda Ellison, Ben Harris, Marvin Havard, Lor-

na Noack, Cindy Robinson, LeAnn Tromanhauser, Wilson Van Tine, Cloud
Wang, and director, Bill Nave.


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmusic.apple.com%2Fus%2Falbum%2Fhouston-bronze-ensemble-30th-anniversary%2F1545474292%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0VN4KndmJdyuhRKCpzxEegSMNSfNiF_BwSR306_tK17ElVBP1T1nqQulQ&h=AT3YfHz53byLKcCcrlqNONEuAS2zG2cnBIplpUtu3A0pk4nmPbfki4
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’ _d A o Our “maskerade” Christmas was a lot of fun
A ﬂ{ AT G o for us to put together despite all the obsta-
& MHLS " @Wa(lﬂ@ ast cles that 2020 put in our way. We had to do
ﬁ ° . w Wl things a bit differently but in the end, HBE
bh‘rﬂﬁ| LIMNALS & , i (¥ had a wonderful live concert at Tomball UMC
(, ‘ 84l and we also recorded the concert in an emp-
ty MATCH theater for you to watch on
YouTube. We hope you will watch it. While
there, subscribe to our channel to receive up-
dates of latest posts. If you have not
il watched, it is still available on YouTube:
M https://youtu.be/eZVFRX8FdDg
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FeZVFRX8FdDg%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3Kdl4bmFi28J1aQqyCNZ3n0mAq_FNQaRwIWuyel_0Vch7PlhXluTGVh3w&h=AT2cfjk4QAl8vPEm72qH84B_cJAf8I2jGsk5K9IkX-GyRinEJUoa5z8-eR0BQNd7KEuBULfc9xgiGpPrcQJfQOJtmOec3AU-GL33vVAnEXZCRbZu4RCQ

HOUSTON BRONZE
CELEBRATION RINGERS
AT EPIPHANY SERVICES

TRIN
Lowilon On January 3, 2021 Hou-
ston Bronze continued what has become a tra-

dition for us. Each year we have the honor of
playing at the Epiphany Services at Trinity
Downtown Lutheran Church. This church has

become home to us offering us space for re-
hearsals, workshops, and recording sessions.

They also provide us space to store our rather
large instrument. Playing for them is a great
way to begin the new year. While the entire
ensemble is usually present and we perform
selections from our Christmas concert, this
year was a little different. There was only one
service and in order to social distance our
smaller group, Celebration Ringers, provided
music for the service. This is just a small way
we have of saying thank you to this church for

all they do. We can never thank them enough!

BUILD A BELL WORKSHOP

http://houstonbronze.com/build-a-bell-workshop.html

Comments from past workshops:

e Great skills training with knowledgeable and kind
teachers.

o Working out of comfort zone, that’s a good thing

e Learned proper malleting techniques.

e Liked dividing the techniques into sections.

e Enjoyed work on dynamics.

e [ better understand malleting and thumb damp-
ing.

e [ feel more confident.

e Wasn't long enough

o Liked the individual attention.

e Friendly, knowledgeable, positive approach.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!



http://houstonbronze.com/build-a-bell-workshop.html
https://www.facebook.com/HoustonBronze/

The Houston Bronze Ensemble

Houston Bronze Ensemble is currently scheduling
events for 2021 and beyond. If you are interested
in hosting the entire ensemble or perhaps just a
small group for a full concert, party or wedding,

please get in touch with us at:

P.O. Box 541741
Houston, TX 77254

Phone: 1-866-908-RING (7464)
www.houstonbronze.com

Email:
info@houstonbronze.com
eventcoordinator@houstonbronze.com

Houston Bronze Ensemble also loves conducting
workshops for handbell organizations throughout
the Houston area. We would love to do one for

your group. http://houstonbronze.com/build-a-
bell-workshop.html

Houston Bronze Ensemble
EXPECT EXCELLENCE

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!
Check out our YouTube Channel!

Thank you to Trinity Down-
town Lutheran Church for
providing us with rehearsal
space and storage space.
We are forever grateful to
you.

TRINITY
Lownilewnt

About the Houston Bronze
Ensemble

The Houston Bronze Ensemble is a professional, au-
ditioned, handbell ensemble made up of musicians
from the greater Houston area. Known as Houston'’s
premier handbell choir, the ensemble performs regu-
lar concerts in the winter and spring as well as at
community events, regional and national handbell
events, weddings, and private parties. In 2014 HBE
had the honor of performing with the Houston Sym-
phony. The group plays a wide variety of musical
genres, always with the goal of EXCELLENCE.

Founded in 1988, Houston Bronze Ensemble was
started as an avenue for Houston area handbell di-
rectors to have a place to ring. A lunchtime meeting
with Jeff Weiss, Christine Anderson and Hart Morris
in attendance and with only a napkin to write the
names of those who might be interested is what
started it all. The rest, as they say, is history. In the
fall of 1988, Hart Morris became the first director of
Houston Bronze. After Hart moved to Tennessee,
the ensemble rang under the direction of Margaret R.
Tucker. In the 1995 season, the group rang ensem-
ble style with various ringers, including G.W. Shep-
herd, Andrew Bowen, and David VanderMeer, direct-
ing the ensemble. Conductors since then have in-
cluded David VanderMeer, Dolan Bayless, Ben Harris,
Ruth Seiwell and James Roberts. Bill Nave was ap-
pointed the artistic director in August, 2014.

Houston Bronze recognizes the importance of invest-
ing in the future of handbell ringing. We offer a vari-
ety of educational opportunities designed to meet
the unique needs of churches and schools who wish
to build or improve their handbell program. Work-
shops designed to meet the specific needs of a choir,
mini concerts, and petting zoos are a sample of what
we provide to the Houston area handbell community.
Houston Bronze also offers scholarships to students
wishing to attend College Ring-In, an event spon-
sored by Handbell Musicians of America.

Whether it is through a concert, playing at your wed-
ding, party, private or community event, conducting
a workshop for your ensemble, or presenting an edu-
cational program for your school, we would love to
share our art with you! Please look at our website,
www.houstonbronze.com for more information
about our group and what we offer. Feel free to con-
tact us at info@houstonbronze.com with any ques-
tions or requests. We look forward to working with
you to provide handbell excellence to meet your
needs!



http://houstonbronze.com/build-a-bell-workshop.html
http://houstonbronze.com/build-a-bell-workshop.html
https://www.facebook.com/HoustonBronze/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCanLpcFA4sjAObmlgB1mmWQ
file:///C:/Users/Linda/Documents/Linda's%20files/Houston%20Bronze/www.houstonbronze.com%20
mailto:info@houstonbronze.com

Thank you!

Houston Bronze Ensemble would like to thank our contributors for their donations during this past year. You
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have helped us to send our director to a national handbell event, purchase new music and equipment, offer

scholarships to students to attend College Ring-In, and so much more. Itis because of you that we are able to

ExxonMobil

Anonymous

Stephen Ashurst

Kathy Beaird

Penny Brehany-Wellman
Margaret Bremer

William and Jeanne Brusick
Frank Busch

Judy Clayton

Sam and Linda Conner
Jerry Conry

Jimmy Clark and Matt Thompson
Cheryl Crawford

Tim and DruEllen Duncan
Robert and Linda Ellison

Lolli Green

continue to bring you our dedication to

EXCELLENCE.

Corporate Contributors

HP Inc. Phillips 66
Amazon Smile iGive

Individual Contributors
2017 to present
Phil and Mary Lou Hodges

Good Hope Missionary Baptist
Church Houston, TX

Amy Haller

Ben and Margaret Harris
Marvin J. Havard

Dean and Sherry Hunter
Tommy and Pamela Kaiser
Ronnie and Stacey Keener
Catherine Landry

Living Word Lutheran Church,
The Woodlands, TX

Alicia Monroe
Sarah Moore
Kenneth and Lorna Noack

Meredith Overcast

Shell Ol

Fay Pye

Ricky and Cindy Robinson
L.Z.and V. M. Rodriguez
Diana Schmitt

Bob and Ruth Seiwell
Michelle Shuman

St. John Lutheran Church
Cypress, TX

St. Peter’s UMC, Katy, TX
Barbara Szalkowski

Ray and Flora Tacquard
Margaret and Bob Tucker
Wilson Van Tine

Mary Voigt




—KE BE A FRIEND OF HOUSTON BRONZE -@

e Attend our concerts.
e Bring a friend to a concert

o Join our email list! You will then receive this newsletter in your email. You will also be placed on
our list to be notified of future concerts and events. Join us by going to our website.

o LIKE us on FACEBOOK.

o Like Facebook entries and pictures.

e Share Facebook entries.

e Check out our website, www.houstonbronze.com

« Volunteer to help at concerts—handing out programs, selling CD's, etc.

o Shop Amazon Smile and designate Houston Bronze Ensemble Inc. as your organization. Amazon
will contribute to HBE when you shop!

o Donate to Houston Bronze Ensemble. All donations, large or small, are welcome!!

A 501(c)(3) Corporation—All donations to HBE are tax deductible.

Contribute to Houston Bronze Ensemble

Date:

Name:

(As it should appear in our programs and newsletters)

I wish my gift to be anonymous. Please do not list my name in programs or newsletters.

Mailing Address:

City State Zip Code:

Phone Number E-mail Address

Benefits of Being a Friend of HBE

e Direct mailing of newsletter
e  Your name listed in HBE programs and newsletter

e Advance notice of public concerts

Please send donations to: Houston Bronze Ensemble P.O. Box 541741 Houston, TX 77254

You may also contact our treasurer at info@houstonbronze.com to make arrangements to contribute
via credit card.

LIKE us on FACEBOOK Visit our website:

www.houstonbronze.com

Check out our YouTube Channel



http://www.houstonbronze.com/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/The-Houston-Bronze-Ensemble-Inc-38158183647/?ref=hl
http://www.houstonbronze.com
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0643444
https://www.facebook.com/The-Houston-Bronze-Ensemble-Inc-38158183647/?ref=hl
http://www.houstonbronze.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCanLpcFA4sjAObmlgB1mmWQ

