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EXPECT EXCELLENCE

Dedicated to Hand Bell Excellence
Ensuring the future of handbells for ringers and listeners

HOUSTON BRONZE ENSEMBLE
2023 Concerts and Performances

Saturday, May 20, 2023 7:30 pm
MATCH
Ticketed Concert

Sunday, May 21, 2023 4:00 pm
Trinity Klein Lutheran Church
Free concert

Thursday, July 13, 2023 5:30 pm
Handbell Musicians of America
National Seminar
Irving, Texas

Friday , December 1, 2023 7:30 pm

MATCH
Ticketed Concert

Saturday, December 2, 2023 7:00 pm
Tomball United Methodist Church

Houston Bronze Ensemble is currently scheduling
events for Fall, 2023 and beyond.
To schedule a concert, contact us at:

Email:
info@houstonbronze.com
eventcoordinator@houstonbronze.com

www.houstonbronze.com
P.O. Box 541741
Houston, TX 77254
Phone: 1-866-908-RING (7464)

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!
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“Imagine how the world could be so very fine, so
happy together!” —Garry Bonner and Alan Gordon

Happiness can only grow when shared with YOU.
Our concert of music and poetry, “Happy Togeth-
er”, will underscore the events and diversity of our
lives as Houstonians from our hot summers and
busy freeways to the Texas big blue sky and from
beautiful sunsets and sunrises to trips into space.
Join us as we share our joy of making music togeth-
er in this fabulous city we call home. The concert
will include three premiere performances. Houston
Bronze is Happy Together, and we would love to
share that happiness with you.

In this newsletter you will find lots of exciting things
that have happened to the ensemble since our last
newsletter. You will also find a wonderful article by
ensemble member DruEllen Duncan about where
she finds relief from stress. Be sure to check out the
remainder of this letter!

Check out our YouTube Channel.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCanLpcFA4sjAObmlgB1mmWQ
https://www.facebook.com/HoustonBronze/

A Note from our President
—Kathy Beaird

Welcome to the spring edition of the HBE newsletter. Many exciting things are happening! With Son-
dra Tucker, Stevie Berryman, and members of the music family of First Congregational Church, the
Houston Bronze Ensemble wished Maggi Tucker a fond farewell as she and her husband move away

from our city. There’s an article included about that event later in the newsletter. Coming on April
22nd is the Lemonade Handbell Festival ... an additional event conceived by Sondra Tucker and Stevie Berryman. Hou-
ston Bronze will be there to lend a hand where needed. Then it's May and concert weekend! Make sure your calendars
are marked for the 3rd weekend in the month.

Spring is also a time of sadness and joy for HBE. We knew from the beginning that Sondra and Roger were with us
for only one year. We knew plans were always for retirement and the move home to Memphis. What a year it’s been!
If you missed our Christmas concert you missed one of the best Houston Bronze concerts ever! Sondra brought out
mirth and merriment in us that we didn’t know we had. It was lots of fun for the audience as well as the ringers.

Sondra has selected pieces for our spring concert that have tested us. We continue to work hard in rehearsals pre-
paring music that will entertain as well as challenge. You’ll want to listen for the themes woven throughout the songs.
And then prepare to sing along because we are all HAPPY TOGETHER!

It is with sadness we will say goodbye to Sondra and Roger in July following our performance at National Seminar.
And with joy, we will welcome Dr. David York as our new Artistic Director! Many thanks to Sondra (and Stevie) for the
suggestion to reach out to him. | know David will continue to push us, just as Sondra has. As we turn another page in
the history of the Houston Bronze Ensemble, I’'m excited about the future! Please stay tuned!

A Note from our Artistic
Director—Sondra Tucker

Preparations for our spring pro-
grams are well underway. Our

show, titled "Houston Bronze Is
Happy Together" was a deliberate choice on my
part. | envisioned a program that showcases not
only what it means to be a musician in Houston
and how the Houston Bronze Ensemble is such a
vital part of the musical life of our city, but how

exciting and gratifying it is to be a part of this Yy

wonderful ensemble. We truly are happy togeth- Collage by Mﬂlef} unican
er, and that's where the very best music is made. Treated with wonderful handbell sugar cookies by
This show is rhythmic and busy and exciting Kathy at our spring retreat. Cookies from Savannah Café

and beautiful. From music representing outer and Bakery.
space to our summer heat and our western herit-

age, the songs in the show are varied, and I'm Thank you to Trinity Downtown

. . . Lutheran Church for providing
betting there will be something for everyone. We :

us with rehearsal space and
hope to see you at one of our May concerts in storage space for all of our
equipment. We are forever

grateful to you.

person! You'll be glad you came.



http://savannahcafeandbakery.com/
http://savannahcafeandbakery.com/

INTRODUCING DAVID YORK

“I often think of bell playing as a giant hacky sack game where we’re pitching var-
ious musical responsibilities around the tables, doing our best to keep it in the
air, and hopefully with a little style and lot of joy!” —David York

We want to introduce to you David York who will become the new artistic direc-
tor of Houston Bronze beginning in the fall of 2023. The opening quote is from
David’s application for director. Reading this made me smile. We already knew
he would bring humor and energy to the position. David came to Houston from
Portland where amongst many other musical groups, he directed Bells of the
Cascades. In Houston he is Artistic Director of Pride Chorus of Houston and the
music director of Houston Christmas Revels. He is also the Director of Music at First Congregational Church.
We welcome David to the Houston Bronze family and are excited to have the opportunity to ring under his

leadership.

Distinctly Teen $100.00 Scholarship

.| The Houston Bronze Ensemble is happy to announce that we will
~+/be granting a scholarship to a ringer who is attending
: the Handbell Musicians of America Distinctly Teen 2023 (https://
seminar.handbellmusicians.org/ns-23/distinctly-teen/). The event

| this year's Distinctly Teen is designed for individual young ringers
| (8th-12th grades) who wish to stretch their ringing skills and chal-
lenge their musicianship. Please email us at scholar-
ship@houstonbronze.com to express your interest in being con-
sidered for this scholarship. If you know someone who might be interested, please share this with them.

5 OCTAVES of PETIT AND
FRITSEN BELLS

THANK YOU!!
On March 3rd HBE took delivery of 5 octaves of
Petit and Fritsen handbells. Thank you to Wilson
Van Tine and Phillips 66 for making the purchase
possible. We also want to thank Christopher Brew-
er of The Music Note, located in Pennsylvania, for
selling us these bells and for his efforts in getting
the them to us. They are beautiful and we will en-
joy them for many years to come. We can’t wait to
include them in our music. They sound fabulous!
Look for them at our May concerts!



https://seminar.handbellmusicians.org/ns-23/distinctly-teen/
https://seminar.handbellmusicians.org/ns-23/distinctly-teen/
https://themusicnotebenavon.wixsite.com/themusicnote
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On Sunday, March 19th, Maggi Tucker was
honored with a HymnFest at her church, First Congregational Church of Houston. This hymnfest celebrated
all the many contributions this wonderful woman has made to her church, to music, and to handbells in Hou-
ston and beyond. The event was organize by Sondra Tucker and directed by Stevie Berryman. A joint hand-
bell choir made from past, present, and future members of Houston Bronze Ensemble, First Congregational
Church Decibells, Fairhaven United Methodist Church Handbell Choir and the Meeting House Choir, a special
ensemble assembled to perform for this event, joined to present a program consisting of arranged hymns
and original compositions for handbells and other instruments. These selections were all composed or ar-
ranged by Maggi. There were also words of appreciation offered honoring Maggi and the reading of a special
tribute written by her husband, Bob.

Houston Bronze has a special relationship with Maggi as she was our second director and played a vital part
in the growth of HBE. Margaret Tucker followed Hart Morris as director of HBE. She conducted her first con-
cert in December, 1989. The ensemble had only been existence for one year, and if she had not stepped in,
we might not be here today. She brought us to national recognition in 1994 when she took the ensemble to
perform at Handbell Exploration in Scottsdale, Arizona. We thank and honor her and the members in those
beginning years of HBE for carrying the torch of excellence and setting the standard high.

She and her husband will be moving from the Houston area shortly, and she will be missed. We wish them
well. We have been SO to know and work with Maggi throughout the history of Houston Bronze.

March, 2023
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SPECIAL THANKS to

A Red Carpet Night with Brookwood

January 26th was such a special night. The Brookwood Communi-
ty held a red carpet event at the Hobby Center in downtown Hou-
ston. They were premiering a new documentary, The Brookwood
Story, showecasing the inspirational story behind the community
of Brookwood. The citizens of Brookwood walked the red carpet
prior to the start of the show. The Brookwood Handbell Ensem-
ble, directed by our own Diana Montgomery, opened the perfor-
mance with two pieces. They were joined by handbell ringers
from Chapelwood UMC and the Houston Bronze Ensemble. The
documentary was filled with inspiring testimonials and stories
from the citizens and its founder, Yvonne Streit. It was an evening
to remember.

On Feb 7th, we loaded the truck to haul all
of our equipment to Brookwood for our
weekend retreat. Rehearsal began on Friday
at 5:00. Following dinner of barbeque, we
rehearsed again. After rehearsal we went to
a Holiday Inn Express. Before turning in, we
celebrated the evening of rehearsal and en-
joyed each other’s company at an after re-
hearsal party. Of course, we had some won-
derful snacks including delicious sugar cook-
ies decorated for Valentines and a bell one
with each of our names! Thank you, Kathy!
On Saturday rehearsals began again at 8:30.
We had a delicious lunch from the Café at
Brookwood. On Saturday we had some visi-
tors from the Brookwood Handbell Ensem-
ble join us. They got to try lifting the 2’s.
We had cookies for them as well. Our own
Diana Montgomery directs the Brookwood
Handbell Ensemble. It was a great retreat
with lots of progress made on our music for

Like us on FaceBook!

the spring concerts.



https://www.brookwoodcommunity.org/dine/
https://www.brookwoodcommunity.org/dine/

Three current members and two past members of Houston Bronze

met in New Bern, North Carolina from Feb. 23-26, along with B*E

—
Fred Gramann about 170 other ringers from across the US, Canada, Puerto Rico,

and Japan. The ensemble rehearsed for 3 1/2 days and presented
a concert on Sunday afternoon. New Bern is a delightful city with
bears scattered all around the city. Bern is derived from the Ger-
man word for bear. We all stayed in Hanna House, a beautiful B&B
with a wonderful host, Camille. This was our 13th year to fill the
house with Houston Bronze ringers and friends.
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Schedule a Workshop

Houston Bronze Ensemble is available to you
ﬁ for workshops throughout the year. You may
T pick the topics from a list of classes. If you don’t

see what you need, please ask. The best part is
there is no need to pack your bells and travel.
We come to you! This is offered without a fee.
For more information and to request a work-
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shop go to https://www.houstonbronze.com/

build-a-bell-workshop.html.



https://www.houstonbronze.com/build-a-bell-workshop.html
https://www.houstonbronze.com/build-a-bell-workshop.html

From the '

Music: My Peace Bringer by DruEllen Duncan

In real life, I'm a teacher. | get to hang out with 9 and 10 year olds during the day. This past week
in class, my kids and | read an article about the history of two popular children’s games, and how
e throughout history, games have helped people through tough times. During the height of COVID,
* Roblox, an online children's game, found a 40% increase in usage, mainly due to the fact that it
was a way for kids to “talk” to their friends and “play” with their friends while everyone was in quarantine. Candyland
was invented in 1948, by a teacher no less, when she saw rows and rows of children stuck in a hospital ward due to
polio for months on end, bored. The article went on to say how games, like Monopoly and Sorry!, were popular during
the Great Depression. Since money was tight and families couldn’t afford to go out, they stayed in. Games gave them
an outlet to find enjoyment.

| asked my kids what strategies they, or even the adults in their family, had to help if they were having a tough or
stressful time. The saying is true, “Kids say the darndest things!” | heard answers such as: draw pictures, read a book,
eat chocolate (“That’s what my mom always does.” What teachers learn about the families of their students would
probably embarrass the adults they live with!), reach for the ice cream “straight out of the carton”, and cuddle with my
teddy bear. Those are just a few.

That got me to thinking about what | do in a stressful time. Chocolate is definitely a go-to. Ice cream ranks up there,
too. Getting a hug from my son can solve a world of problems. But | think my main go-to is music. There is plenty of
research out there to say that chocolate, specifically dark chocolate, can help relieve stress. I've found articles dating
back from 2009 to January of this year that can support that claim. The articles for research on ice-cream seem to go
back and forth as far as if ice cream is good for relieving stress or if it is just a temporary sugar high. As far as hugs, |
found an amazing article that gives me “20 Amazing Benefits of Hugging According to Science.” And there are so many
more articles to back up the research of the benefits of hugs. But even more than that, there are thousands of articles
that can back up the claim that music can help calm, relieve stress, and reduce anxiety.

Of course, when | start listening to music, I’'m not thinking about what the research says. I'm thinking about how the
music makes me feel. When I’'m in a sad mood, | don’t go for the totally energetic, bouncy, happy music; | turn to the
mellow, low-key tones. When I’'m in an excited mood, that’s when the bouncy, happy, energetic tunes start to play,
most of the time very loudly. And to be perfectly honest, my not-so-great voice is singing loudly along with them (this
is why | keep my classroom door closed when | have my music playing after school). You don’t normally think about
being stressed and being in an excited mood at the same time, but there are times that they just tend to go together,
such as when you’re getting ready for the last day before Christmas break. The kids’ presents need to be put together,
the party supplies have to be lined out to make sure you have everything needed, the parent’s presents have to be
wrapped, and so on. It’s an exciting time, but it is definitely a very stressful time. And let’s just say that they can hear
Christmas music in the next hall over.

Not only does listening to music help relieve stress but playing a musical instrument can also help you decompress.
It's true. Tuesday nights, for example, we gather together for rehearsal. The Ensemble members come from all over the
area, from all different areas of occupations or are retired. Some members come in relaxed, but some come flying in,
running late, because something went wrong at work, or traffic was a killer on the drive in, many different reasons.
Shoulders are tight when we start ringing. But as the evening goes on, the shoulders start to relax. Tension eases. The
smiles to come to the surface. Music: the great medicine begins to take over.

During rehearsal, we do tend to come up against some bumpy spots that we must work through. (We wouldn’t have
to keep going back to work on them if we had it already figured out, right?) But even as we’re working and working and
working and working, and sometimes, even working some more, on those bumpy spots, because we’re there together
and playing music, it doesn’t seem as if it is actually work. It doesn’t become what one would think that something so
tedious should become. | guess because music brings me a sense of calmness, it doesn’t become such a stressful situa-
tion for me. Now, there are times that | do get frustrated and irritated, mostly at myself, but it goes away almost as
quickly as it comes on. Music: my peace bringer.

| hope you have something to use to help you, what | call, decompress. Something that when your shoulders are tight
you can do to help you loosen up and relax. I'm all for the chocolate, but that does tend to have a negative effect on
the hips if you eat too much. I'm all for the ice cream; just watch out for the brain freeze. I'm all for hugs, except when
the smell of the teenager precedes him and he is dripping in sweat. (Although sometimes | plug my nose and hug him
anyway, cringing when | feel the sweat through his shirt.) But there’s rarely a time when you can go wrong with music.
It may take you a little bit to find the right song or the right station to listen to, but I’'m pretty sure that there is some-
thing out there for everyone. So, turn on the music, and don’t be afraid to turn it up! There is probably someone out
there who will sing along with you.



The Houston Bronze Ensemble

Houston Bronze Ensemble is currently scheduling
events for 2023 and beyond. If you are interested
in hosting the entire ensemble or perhaps just a
small group for a full concert, party or wedding,

please get in touch with us at:

P.O. Box 541741
Houston, TX 77254

Phone: 1-866-908-RING (7464)
www.houstonbronze.com

Email:
info@houstonbronze.com
eventcoordinator@houstonbronze.com

Houston Bronze Ensemble also loves conducting
workshops for handbell organizations throughout
the Houston area. We would love to do one for

your group. http://houstonbronze.com/build-a-
bell-workshop.html

Houston Bronze Ensemble
EXPECT EXCELLENCE

About the Houston Bronze
Ensemble

The Houston Bronze Ensemble is a professional, au-
ditioned, handbell ensemble made up of musicians
from the greater Houston area. Known as Houston'’s
premier handbell choir, the ensemble performs reg-
ular concerts in the winter and spring as well as at
community events, regional and national handbell
events, weddings, and private parties. In 2014 HBE
had the honor of performing with the Houston Sym-
phony. The group plays a wide variety of musical
genres, always with the goal of EXCELLENCE.

Founded in 1988, Houston Bronze Ensemble was
started as an avenue for Houston area handbell di-
rectors to have a place to ring. A lunchtime meeting
with Jeff Weiss, Christine Anderson and Hart Morris
in attendance and with only a napkin to write the
names of those who might be interested is what
started it all. The rest, as they say, is history. In the
fall of 1988, Hart Morris became the first director of
Houston Bronze. After Hart moved to Tennessee,
the ensemble rang under the direction of Margaret
R. Tucker. In the 1995 season, the group rang en-
semble style with various ringers, including G.W.
Shepherd, Andrew Bowen, and David VanderMeer,
directing the ensemble. Artistic Directors since then
have included David VanderMeer, Dolan Bayless,
Ben Harris, Ruth Seiwell, James Roberts and Bill
Nave. Sondra Tucker was appointed the artistic di-
rector in June 2022.

Houston Bronze recognizes the importance of in-
vesting in the future of handbell ringing. We offer a
variety of educational opportunities designed to
meet the unique needs of churches and schools who
wish to build or improve their handbell program.
Workshops designed to meet the specific needs of a
choir, mini concerts, and petting zoos are a sample
of what we provide to the Houston area handbell
community. Houston Bronze also offers scholarships
to students wishing to attend College Ring-In, an
event sponsored by Handbell Musicians of America.

Whether it is through a concert, playing at your wed-
ding, party, private or community event, conducting
a workshop for your ensemble, or presenting an ed-
ucational program for your school, we would love to
share our art with you! Please look at our website,
www.houstonbronze.com for more information
about our group and what we offer. Feel free to con-
tact us at info@houstonbronze.com with any ques-
tions or requests. We look forward to working with
you to provide handbell excellence to meet your
needs!


http://houstonbronze.com/build-a-bell-workshop.html
http://houstonbronze.com/build-a-bell-workshop.html
file:///C:/Users/Linda/Documents/Linda's%20files/Houston%20Bronze/www.houstonbronze.com%20
mailto:info@houstonbronze.com
https://www.facebook.com/HoustonBronze/

Thank you!

Houston Bronze Ensemble would like to thank our contributors for their donations during this past year. In the
past you have helped us to send our director to a national handbell event, purchase new music and equipment,
offer scholarships to students to attend College Ring-In, and so much more. Itis because of you that we are

able to continue to bring you our dedication to

EXCELLENCE.

Corporate Contributors

ExxonMobil HP Inc. Phillips 66 Shell Oil
Amazon Smile iGive

Individual Contributors
January 2019—~Present

Stephen Ashurst Robert and Linda Ellison Ken and Lorna Noack

Penny Brehany-Wellman Good Hope Missionary Baptist Sarah and Steven Schlacks

Judy Clayton Church, Houston, TX Michelle Shuman
Ben and Margaret Harris

Sam and Linda Conner St. John’s Lutheran Church

Jerry Conry J. Marvin Havard Cypress, TX
Jimmy Clark Phil and Marylyn Hodges Barbara Szalkowski
Cheryl Cranford (Bells of Hope) Dean and Sherry Hunter Margaret and Bob Tucker
Paul and Betty Dorn Alicia Monroe Wilson Van Tine

Diana and Mike Montgomery Mary Voigt

Tim and DruEllen Duncan




